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and in conjunction with Spain conquered the king-
dom of Naples. A quarrel between the allies resulted
in the expulsion of the French from the south, and
led Louis to entertain the proposal of the Papacy to
partition the continental possessions of Venice, as
he hoped in this way to consolidate his power in the
north, and forward eventually his designs against
Ferdinand. The aggression of the Republic, which
had not spared the patrimony of St. Peter, formed
the pretext for the war, and her wealth induced the
Emperor and Spain, as well as France and Julius, to
unite against her in the League of Cambray (1508).
The Venetians bowed before the storm, and sacri-
ficed the larger part of their possessions on the
mainland, but the triumph of the allies was the
undoing of Louis. Elated by the success of his first
plan, the Pope began to form a fresh combination
with the object of expelling the French from Italy.
Into his " Holy League " he quickly succeeded in
drawing Venice and the Swiss, and after hostilities
had begun he received a further accession of strength
by the adhesion of Maximilian and Ferdinand (1511).
In order to create a diversion which should divide
the French forces, he next applied to Henry, and
easily persuaded the English king to attack France
on the west.

The actual military operations of the war which
followed were not of great importance. Relying
upon Ferdinand's promise of support, an army was
despatched to Southern France, where it was utilised
by the wily Spaniard in the furtherance of his own
designs upon Navarre. But after a while the English